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The National Society of the Sons of the American
Revolution (SAR) invites all American history teachers,
whose approved curriculum teaches students about
the American Revolution era from 1750 to 1800, to apply
for the Dr. Tom & Betty Lawrence American History
Teacher Award. The award is open to all teachers at
the middle school or high school levels at a recognized
public, private, or parochial institution. While the
preliminary rounds of the award program begin at the
local chapter level, teachers may eventually advance
to the state and national levels.

The American History Teacher Award recognizes
educators who distinguish themselves in teaching the
history of the American Revolution. Teacher candidates
interested in entering the local SAR Chapter contest
must complete the required application and submit a
written essay of not less than 1000 words discussing
the importance of teaching the American Revolution
era. The essay may also describe any extraordinary
teaching techniques or innovative projects utilized
by the teacher to teach the American Revolution. The
contest is aimed at identifying a teacher who is still
actively teaching, has taught for at least three years,
and who is in the early or middle stages of his or her
career, therefore having at least 15 years of productive
classroom teaching remaining.

The program will feature a contest at each of the two
educational levels so there will be a winner for the
middle school level and the high school level. An SAR
Chapter may submit a contestant to the state from
each school level and the state may hold a contest and
select a winner from each school level to submit for the
national awards. A state may submit a state winner for
each level, or from only one or two educational levels.
The national winner from each school level will receive
potential benefits worth up to $5,000.00 per winner.

The benefits to each winner are as follows; Attendance
at a teacher workshop or seminar on the American
Revolution. The winner will receive up to $3,000.00 to
pay for tuition and travel expenses to attend one of the
following teacher seminars: the Freedoms Foundation
Summer Teacher Graduate Workshop at Valley Forge,
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Contact your local chapter to enter.

To submit an entry for consideration, reach out to your
local chapter using the information below. Local winners
will compete at the state level, and the state winner will
proceed to the national competition. Awards are given
at the chapter, state, and national levels. Please reach
out to your chapter contact for more information.

Pennsylvania; the Colonial Williamsburg Summer
Teacher Workshop in Williamsburg, Virginia; or the SAR
Annual Conference on the American Revolution. Other
seminars may be attended provided the SAR provides
prior approval in writing. The tuition for the seminar
will be considered a scholarship and will be paid
directly to the seminar. Reasonable travel expenses
directly related to attendance at a seminar will be
incurred by the winner and submitted to the SAR for
reimbursement. Winners are encouraged to discuss
travel plans with the SAR prior to incurring expenses.
Reasonable travel expenses may include airfare or
mileage in the case of a winner driving a personal
vehicle, and room and board where it is not provided
by the seminar. Because the educational benefit is
$3,000.00 it is possible that a winner may attend more
than one seminar but the total scholarship for tuition,
and reimbursement for expenses may not exceed
$3,000.00.
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